
Independence from Authority
1 Peter 2:13-15 

Submit yourselves for the 

Lordõs sake to every 

authority instituted among 

men:



ÅA desire to make our own choices

ÅFrom when we are born there is a desire within all 
of us to make our own choices rather than have 
someone else make them for us

ÅHowever, God place people with authority in our 
lives to train us in what is good for us and what 
we do that is good for others.

ÅA negatively independent person is one who will not 
submit themselves to the instructions of those in 
authority 

ÅThey only live according to one reference point 
and that is themselves.

Illustration 



ÅIndependence from Godõs Word

ÅProverbs 1:20-23 (NIV) Wisdom calls aloud in the street, 
she raises her voice in the public squares; [21] at the 
head of the noisy streets she cries out, in the gateways 
of the city she makes her speech: [22] "How long will 
you simple ones love your simple ways? How long will 
mockers delight in mockery and fools hate knowledge? 
[23] If you had responded to my rebuke, I would have 
poured out my heart to you and made my thoughts 
known to you.

ÅIndependence from those in Authority

ÅProverbs 1:8 (NIV) Listen, my son, to your father's 
instruction and do not forsake your mother's teaching.

Independence Ą



Å A desire to be authority independent 

Å Its important understand that a desire to be independent from authority is not 
Godly.

Å Authority is something that is God given and is there to direct us and protect 
us.

Å If we don't learn the positive need for human authority then the authority of 
circumstance becomes our master.

Å Someone termed this phrase 'If we don't listen then we will feel!õ

Å Many people are feeling the outcome of circumstance because they did 
not want to listen to the authority that God placed in their life

Å ( not all - Job )

Å We discipline our children to feel the consequence  of disobedience.

Å This is so that they can learn the lesson in the safe country where 
their actions don't have to big a feel element.

Å We should not aid independence because it compounds the problem.

Å Sometimes we sympathize to easily with people who are feeling the consequence of 
their own independence and who refuse to listen. 

Å We are helping them avoid the ôfeel factorõ which is the authority that comes into 
play when we ignore the authority that God places in our lives

Desire to be independent from Authority



Self supervision is not independence

Matthew 25:14-15 (NIV) 

òAgain, it will be like a man going 

on a journey, who called his 

servants and entrusted his 

property to them. [15] To one he 

gave five talents of money, to 

another two talents, and to 

another one talent, each according 

to his ability. Then he went on his 

journey.

Matthew 21:33-34 (NIV)

"Listen to another parable: 

There was a landowner who 

planted a vineyard. He put a 

wall around it, dug a 

winepress in it and built a 

watchtower. Then he rented 

the vineyard to some farmers 

and went away on a journey. 

[34] When the harvest time 

approached, he sent his 

servants to the tenants to 

collect his fruit.

It is a good & Godly thing to be trustworthy in self supervision and indeed should be the 

goal of those in authority to release people into self supervision

There is a time to release and be released



Consequence of Independence

Proverbs 5:11-13(NIV)At the end of your life 

you will groan, when your flesh and body 

are spent. [12] You will say, "How I hated 

discipline! How my heart spurned 

correction! [13] I would not obey my 

teachers or listen to my instructors.


