


ÅWhy we need to understand Authority in Church.

ÅAuthority in the church sets a model/pattern 
for Godly authorityin family and in society

ÅPeople repeat the mistakes of their parents 
primarily because of what was modeled. 

ÅTherefore an incorrect  model of leadership in 
church sets the tone of authority in the home 
and in society.

ÅIn the OT whenever there was Godly authority in 
place, the nation prospered. 

Church Models of Authority ςWhy?



Church Models of Authority

Autocratic

Democratic

1Sa 8:4-6  

Exodus 32:1 (NIV)

LEADER = CEO OF THE CHURCH

LEADER = HIRELING OF THE CHURCH

LEADER MAKES THE DECISIONS 

BASED ON HOW TO EXPAND THE 

CHURCH OR ORGANIZATION

LEADERS MAKES THE DECISIONS 

BASED ON HOW TO MAKE THE 

PEOPLE HAPPY AND DECISIONS 

ARE VOTED ON



Church Models of Authority

Prophetic/
Apostolic

LEADERS = LEAD THE CHURCH FROM THE FRONT 

BY SETTING A BIBLICAL MODEL OF AUTHORITY

LEADERS 

MAKES THE 

DECISIONS 

BASED ON 

WHAT THE HOLY 

SPIRIT IS 

SAYING

Eph 2:19-20 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are 

fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, built on 

the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the 

cornerstone, in whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a 

holy temple in the Lord.   In him you also are being built together into a 

dwelling place for God by the Spirit. 



Church Leadership 

LEADERS =

ELDERSHIP TEAM WITH AN ELDER THAT LEADS THE TEAM

DEACONS WITH AUTHORITY UNDER AUTHORITY

Php1:1 Paul And Timothy, Servants Of Christ Jesus, To All The Saints In 
Christ Jesus Who Are At Philippi, With The Overseers And Deacons:
Tit 1:5  This is why I left you in Crete, so that you might put what remained 
into order, and appoint eldersin every town as I directed you--

OBJECTIVE- Eph 4:11-13 ......until we all attain to the unity of the faith and 
of the knowledge of the Son of God

While nothing is mentioned in the NT 
concerning an elder that leads the 
team, biblically where any team exists 
there is a leader of that team.





Leadership Qualifications

Deacons (1 Tim 3:8-13)

In the same way, deacons are to be 

worthy of respect, sincere, not 

indulging in much wine, and not 

pursuing dishonest gain.  They must 

keep hold of the deep truths of the 

faith with a clear conscience. They 

must first be tested; and then if there 

is nothing against them, let them 

serve as deacons. In the same way, 

the women 2 are to be worthy of 

respect, not malicious talkers but 

temperate and trustworthy in 

everything. A deacon must be faithful 

to his wife and must manage his 

children and his household well.  

Those who have served well gain an 

excellent standing and great 

assurance in their faith in Christ 

Jesus. 

Overseers (1 Tim 3:1-7, Titus 1:6-9)

Here is a trustworthy saying: Whoever 

aspires to be an overseer desires a 

noble task.  Now the overseer is to be 

above reproach, faithful to his wife, 

temperate, self-controlled, respectable, 

hospitable, able to teach, not given to 

drunkenness, not violent but gentle, 

not quarrelsome, not a lover of money.  

He must manage his own family well 

and see that his children obey him, and 

he must do so in a manner worthy of 

full 1 respect.  

(If anyone does not know how to 

manage his own family, how can he 

take care of Godôs church? He must 

not be a recent convert, or he may 

become conceited and fall under the 

same judgment as the devil.  He must 

also have a good reputation with 

outsiders, so that he will not fall into 

disgrace and into the devilôs trap.



Church Leadership 

Apostles Appointelders

ÅAc 14:23 Paul and Barnabas appointed elders for them in each church

Elders also appoint and send apostles

ÅAc 15:2 So Paul and Barnabas were appointed, along with some other believers, to go up to 

Jerusalem to see the apostles and elders about this question. ( Acts 13:1-3, 1 Tim 4:14)

ÅNot missionaries ïpeople plant and build up churches & they become elders of the 
work that they begin. They may be sent again as apostles

Elders & Apostles determine Doctrine

ÅAc 15:6 (16:4) The apostles and elders met to consider this 

question.

ÅActs 16-4  
Elders and Apostles work in Relationship with one another

ÅAc 15:22 Then the apostles and elders, with the whole church, decided to 
choose some of their own men and send them to Antioch with Paul and 
Barnabas. They chose Judas (called Barsabbas) and Silas, who were leaders 
among the believers.. (acts 20:17,



Church Leadership 

Elders Direct the Affairs of the Church

Å1Ti 5:17 The elders who direct the affairs of the church well are 
worthy of double honour, especially those whose work is 
preaching and teaching.(TNIV)

ÅESV = elders who rule (stand before) (Direct is the right word ï
Humans rule over the animal kingdom not human beings)

Teaching Elders are the Paid Leaders of the Church

Å1Ti 5:17 The elders who direct the affairs of the church well are 
worthy of double honour, especially those whose work is 
preaching and teaching.(TNIV)

Elders Shepherd the people of the church

Å1Pe 5:1  So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a witness of 

the sufferings of Christ, as well as a partaker in the glory that is going to be 

revealed : shepherd the flock of God that is among you



Church Leadership 

Gifts for the Church are given through the elders

ÅAc 11:29-30 The disciples, as each one was able, decided to provide help 

for the believers living in Judea. This they did, sending their gift to the 

elders by Barnabas and Saul.

ÅFinancial assistance for believers should be directed through the elders

Elders give their time to prayer and 
the word

ÅAc 6:3-4 Brothers and sisters, choose seven men from among 

you who are known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom. We will 

turn this responsibility over to them  and will give our attention 

to prayer and the ministry of the word.ò


